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BarnesFamilyLaw.com
A Tradition of Experience and

Devotion to Family Law

E dward D. Barnes is the 
Founder and President of Barnes & 
Diehl, P.C. He has been practicing law 
for over 49 years. For several years, 

he has been named a Top 10 and Top 100 Super 
Lawyer in Virginia by Super Lawyers® as published 
in Richmond magazine. In 2018, he was ranked 
the #1 Family Law attorney in Virginia. Also in 
2018 he was inducted into the inaugural class of 
the Virginia Lawyer’s Weekly Hall of Fame.

He handles family law cases of all types and 
levels, including the very highest level of 
complex equitable distribution, elder law, and 
estate planning.

Mr. Barnes is chair and founder of the National 
Center for Family Law Studies at the University 
of Richmond School of Law. He is an adjunct 
instructor, teaching Ethics in Family Law at the 
University of Richmond School of Law. He has 
received the Lifetime Achievement Award of the 
Virginia State Bar Family Law Section. He is Past 
President of the American Academy of Matrimonial 
Lawyers, Virginia Chapter. Mr. Barnes is again 
listed in Best Lawyers in America® for 2019 and 
has been named “Lawyer of the Year” for family 
law in Richmond for several years. He was the 
inaugural recipient of the “Leader in the Law” 
award in 2006, which is a recognition sponsored 
by Virginia Lawyers Weekly. He has been named 
a Legal Elite® by Virginia Business Magazine 
every year. In 2006, he was named Distinguished 
Alumnus of the Year, for the University of 
Richmond School of Law, and he has served as 
President of numerous local bar associations.

Ed frequently speaks throughout the state on 
behalf of the Virginia State Bar, through their 
Virginia Continuing Legal Education Program. He 
has presented continuing education courses for 
over 20 years. Annually, he gives an update on 
family law, at four locations in Virginia, for the 
Virginia State Bar. He has authored chapters in 
several family law books published by the Virginia 
State Bar Continuing Legal Education. 

Ed is active in his church and in his community. 
He is a licensed, instrument rated airplane pilot 
since 1978. He served as an officer in the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers (1966-1969).
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